Journal ofthe Royal Society 0/Medicine Volume 7/ October /978 773 obtained, a few years later, by competitive examination, a position as hospital specialist (specialiste des hOpitaux) in a university hospital, or as medecin adjoint in another type of public hospital, he has reached the level of his British counterpart, the consultant anaesthetist.
Today anaesthesia is a recognized specialty in Central Europe, with independent chairs of anaesthesia at all universities in all German-speaking countries in both East and West. All major hospitals have independent departments, but there are too few specialists available.
postgraduate training takes four to five years for doctors, and two years for graduate nurses who act as technical assistants to the anaesthetists. It is expected that by the year 2000there will be an adequate number of about 10 000 anaesthetists in Central Europe, to provide adequate anaesthesia and resuscitation for the area.
The working fields of the anaesthetist are expanding to include intensive care and resuscitation, mobile intensive-care units, pain clinics and lung function laboratories and therapy. At present this leads to overwork (about 80 hours per week). The training of anaesthetists in the United Kingdom depends upon the fact that the Diploma of Fellowship in the Faculty of Anaesthetists, Royal College of Surgeons, is the nationally recognized Diploma, and is organized by a completely independent body maintaining its own . standards irrespective of any outside pressures.
The Faculty Board determines the regulations by which examination candidates are required to be four-years qualified, and shall have spent not less than two years in a training post approved by the Faculty. The latter appoints its own examiners. The possession of the Diploma of Fellowship then confers eligibility to enter higher professional training, usually ina senior registrar post, appointment to which is made by a properly constituted committee.
Pre-Fellowship training posts require to be approved by the Faculty and some eighty or ninety visits per annum are made to hospitals throughout the country in connection with the inspection and approval of posts. Connected with this is the appointment by the Faculty of Regional Educational Advisers, whose duties consist mainly in the maintenance of satisfactory standards of training, and in assisting junior anaesthetists to obtain posts according to their educational requirements.
At the end of the senior registrar training period (usually three years), the trainee is eligible for accreditation by the Joint Committee for the Higher Training of Anaesthetists, which includes representatives of the Faculties in England and Ireland, the Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland, the Association of University Professors, with other co-opted members, and, upon accreditation, he is in a position to apply for a consultant post in the National Health Service.
The question of a Certificate of Specialist Training for EEC purposes is being considered at length by the Colleges and Faculties and the General Medical Council. The latter is the (J141-{)768/78/10077J-{)2/$O1.00/0
